
            SESSION WITH CHILDREN  
Calasanz Movement Day  

February 15  
“Anniversary of Glicerio Landriani” 

Milan, March, 1588 – Rome, February 15, 1618 

 

We celebrate together the Calasanz Movement Day.  

Today, we remember Glicerio Landriani, one of the first Piarists who together with Saint Joseph Calasanz responded to the 

needs of his time helping children in the Calasanzian primary school to grow happy with a promising future.  

We want to join all Piarist around the world under the same spirit and to do so we propose a session on Glicerio Landriani’s 

life. Two people influenced his Christian vocation. 

Goal: Recognize the values, attitudes and qualities that Glicerio Landriani experienced with Friar Domenico Ruzzola and 

Saint Joseph of Calasanz in defining his Christian vocation. 

We divide the session in four parts:  

1.- Game or integration song 

2.- Theme  

3.- Activity  

4.- Closing- Prayer  

Time= 1 hour. 

We suggest to tailor the proposal according to age, context and time; also enrich with educational experience. 

1.- Game or integration song  

We can begin with a song  
(Project the song or sing with the guitar) 

 
NEW SUN  
Author- Julio Carreón (México) 
        E               B       C#m 
Calasanz is gathering us here today,  
A                   B                   E 
Do not be afraid of understanding; 
      A                    B          G#7               C#m          
Children need us, adolescents too,   
           A              B              E 
And this is why Calasanz is here.  
 
E                        B 
Lift your eyes and you will see a new sun,  
          A                                B 
That is slowly starting to touch your heart;  
      C#m                                 G#m 
This a very necessary encounter,   
          A            B                  E 
You can change your reality.  
 
            E                                B 
Many are the paths that are starting to converge,  
   A                                     B 



They are different and we cannot hide it;  
   C#m                          G#m 
Today a beautiful dream is about to blossom,  
  A                B                E 
Now is the time to grow.  
 
Calasanz is gathering us here today….  
 
 
           E                                        B 
Many are the trenches we have build,  
         A                                  B 
And today we must start to bring them down  
C#m                                  G#m 
With knowledge and our heart  
     A                B                  E 
We can begin to revive.  
 

G#m 
 
                     A              F#m              B 
Do not be afraid to fulfil this ideal, 
           E                  A            B        
Utopias are good for dreams 
               A               F#m                  B     G#m 
Take my hand and let us start walking  
                  A               F#m             B  
  
                     C#m                                      F# 
A man with his life showed us the way;  
          A                 B            E     
And he is gathering us here today  
 
Calasanz is gathering us here today 
... 
RAISE HALF A TONE  

         F        C                Dm 
Calasanz is gathering us here today,  
B                       C                  F 
Do not be afraid of understanding; 
; 
        B                  C               A7           Dm 
Children need us, adolescents too,   
          B              C             F 
And this is why Calasanz is here.  

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MaegwPEAjE4 
 

Or begin with a local integration game  
(We propose the following game)  
 
Rhymes with Glicerio Landriano  

- We place the members of a group in a circle and give them the following sentences: 
EXAMPLE 1- My name is Nicolás and Glicerio Landriani is my friend 
And this is why I like Ferraris. 
EJXAMPLE 2- My name is Guillermo and Glicerio Landriani is my friend,  
We both play with Dany.  

- You give them three minutes to think of the rhyme, everybody must practice by verbally expressing a 
rhyme with Landriani.  

- You can apply a penalty to those who do not rhyme.  



2.- Theme – Two light in Glicerio Landriani’s life  

Introduction: 
Glicerio Landriani (1588-1618), a young Piarist who died at the age of 29, was one of Saint 

Joseph Calasanz’s first companions.  

Glicerio Landriani was the first young man to knock at the Pious Schools’ doors and commit himself to Calasanz’s dream. 

Glicero was a great catechist and evangelizer, and due to his passion for the Piarist mission Saint Joseph Calasanz assigned 

him two key roles in the care of children and adolescents: Ongoing prayer and Catechesis. 

We want the Calasanz Movement to remember him and take him as a model and guide.  

The Landriani family was very important in Milan, nobles with many good connections in the society and Church of the 

time. Like Calasanz he moved to Rome to try and improve his career in the Church. Landriani, instead, meet the poor 

people of Rome and almost by chance Calasanz who had already started his schools (they were started around 1610). 

Landriano was passionate about the catechesis with children and young people. He completely dedicated himself to 

teaching children but also to catechist formation and was a good organizer (he prepared catechesis material that he 

printed and handed out).  

Fearing for his life, cardinal Giuliani visited him on February 15, 1618, and he received his solemn vows prematurely. On 
that same day, he died at the age of 30. According to his words he suffered unbearable pain not due to death “but not to 
be able to suffer and work in the Lord’s vineyard”.  

 

Two lights in his life. 
(Creatively recount Glicerio Landriani’s experience with Friar Domenico and Joseph of Calasanz)  
 

Luckily, in life there are people capable of guiding us, of giving us good ideas of showing us 

the way. Two people shed light on Glicerio.  

One of them, Friar Domenico Ruzzola, a cultured and good Carmelite, superior of the convent 

of Santa Maria della Scala, assigned by Pope Paul V to help Glicerio. Most of his guidance 

activity was inspired by the works of Saint Theresa of Jesus and Saint John of the Cross, two 

bold reformers, with a profound faith and a very practical knowledge of life.  

The other beacon, was no other than father Joseph Calasanz, who found a way to serve God 

through poor children. Nothing in the world could have stopped him. The one who spent all 

nights on his knees preparing pencils for his students to use. The one who founded the Pious 

School to educate the poor to the Spirit and Letters. 

Thanks to Calasanz a new horizon was opened to young Glicerio, who rapidly learned the 

founder of the Pious Schools’ lesson: complete dedication in educating the small ones, if done 

in the Spirit of the Gospel, is a complete self-giving to the Father of all children. 

What di Glicerio Landriani learn from Friar Domenico Ruzzola?  
ANSWER: Deep faith and a practical meaning of life.  
 
What did Glicerio Landriani learn from Saint Joseph of Calasanz?  
ANSWER: He finally found a way to serve God through poor children. 
 
(Write questions and give examples according to the age group on how we can put at the service of God our values, attitudes and qualities in our 
family or schools)  

Activity  
Colour the image of Glicerio Landriani  



 

Name: _________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calasanz 
Movement Day   

“Anniversary of Glicerio Landriani” 
Milan, March 1, 1588 – Rome, February 15, 1618 

 

4.- Closing remarks  



Four-hundred years after his departure to the house of the Father, in almost 40 countries of four continents, thousands 

of religious and lay people are capable of committing themselves to the Piarist mission simply because they found the way 

to serve God and thy Neighbour.  

Glicerio Landriani’s vocation life teaches us to live with humbleness and generosity, with passion and fidelity to our ideals, 

in serving God in the Pious Schools in a special way.  

Sharing-  
What did I learn today?  
(Animate the participation of two or three students)  
 

What will I commit to after all I have learned? 
(Animate the participation of two or three students)  
 
Gather all the community feedback and motivate a simple prayer from educators, children and young people of the 
Calasanz Movement from all Piarists around the world.  
 

 
PRAYER 
 
God almighty and merciful, who have 
made the venerable Glicerio a meek 
instrument to evangelize children; allow his 
rapid beatification to contribute to a 
greater commitment of this ministry in the 
Church.  
 
For Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 


