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WITH YOU + CALASANZ MOVEMENT  
 

There are three parts to this prayer, like the three parts in the Synod’s title: Young people, the Faith and 
Vocational Discernment  

 The first part is aimed at the reflection of an analysis of the reality of young people far and near based 
on different challenges.  

 The second part is to shed light on this situation through faith.  

 The third part is a call to discern with generosity.  

 

FIRST PART: YOUNG PEOPLE  

 

 

INITIAL GREETINGS 

We celebrate our Calasanz Movement Day on February 15. On this day, we remember Landriano, one of the 
first Piarists that together with Calasanz succeeded in helping primary school students to grow happy and 
fulfil their dreams, centred on life and faith.  

Today our Calasanz Movement, present here but also in many countries around the world, wants also to 
offer boys and girls and young people paths of life and happiness sowing in the world the proposal of the 
Kingdom.  

We would like to pray today for you and me, for each one of our young people on their way, for our children 
of the Calasanz Movement: because with you we are more Calasanz Movement, more life, more hope, more 
committed to a better world.  

We also pray for all young people, especially those who are unable to find meaning in their lives, those facing 
situations of exclusion, poverty, violence…  today these situations are a call for us young people and believers.  

 

AWARNESS RAISING READING  

The Pope in the Preparatory Document of the Synod mentions many challenges young people face in the 
world: we highlight some of the different ones. (feel free to present other ones more appropriate to the reality 
of young people who you are working with)  

(Symbolically, two young people, preferably a boy and a girl, appear seated with their backs turned, blindfolded, 
with their earphones, with a sad or tense musical background. As the challenges are read out loud, some young 
people, start tying the two young people with strings, until they cannot move. There are four strings in the colours 
of the Calasanz Movement boat).  

 

 Rapid processes of change and transformation that create uncertainties  

 A culture based on science and scarcely open to faith, with new forms of sadness and loneliness  

 Increasingly multicultural and multi- religious societies that can favour uncertainty and relativism or 
promote listening, respect and dialogue. “Second generation” young people who grow in a culture 
and society different from those of their parents. Children of “mixed” parents of different ethnicity, 
culture and religion.  

 Growing vulnerability and insecurity. Conditions of particular hardship with minimal possibilities to 
exercise freedom: refugees, wars. 



 

Movimiento Calasanz 
movimientocalasanz.com 

 Willingness to participate in the building of one’s identity, but poor encouragement of this desire 
that leads to general fatigue and giving up.  

 Lack of confidence in themselves which leads to excessive concern for their self-image and 
submissive conformity to passing fads..etc. 

 

(One can directly read the Preparatory Document or simply explain it; one can also ask young people to explain 
the challenges they face today)  

Growing uncertainty results in a state of vulnerability, that is, a combination of social unease and economic 
difficulties as well as insecurity in the lives of a large part of the population. With regards to work, this situation 
brings to mind unemployment, an increase in flexibility in the labour market and exploitation, especially of minors, 
or the overall series of civil, economic and social causes, including those of the environment, which explains the 
overwhelming increase in the number of refugees and migrants. Compared to a privileged few, who can take 
advantage of the opportunities offered by the process of economic globalization, many people live in precarious 
and insecure situation, which has an impact on the course and choices taken in life.  

Globally, the contemporary world is marked by a culture based on “science”, oftentimes dominated by technology 
and the endless possibilities science promises, within which “sadness and loneliness appear to be on the rise, not 
least among young people. 

In many parts of the world, Young people are experiencing particular hardships which pose difficulties for them 
in making real choices in life, because they have not even the minimal possibility to exercise freedom. This 
situation include Young people experiencing poverty and exclusion; those who grow up without parents or family, 
or are unable to go to school; children and Young boys and girls who live on the street in many suburbs; the young 
who are unemployed, displaced persons and migrants; those who are victims of exploitation, trafficking and 
slavery; children and young people forcefully recruited in criminal gangs or as guerrilla fighters; and child brides 
or girls forced to marry against their will. Too many in the world pass directly from childhood to adulthood and a 
burden of responsibility they were unable to choose. Oftentimes female children, little girls and young women 
face even greater difficulties than their peers.   

Young people do not see themselves as a disadvantaged class or social group to be protected or consequently, as 
passive recipients of pastoral programmes or policies. Many wish to be an active part in the process of change 
taking place at the present time, as confirmed by the experiences of involvement and innovation at the grass-root 
level, which see young people as major, leading characters together with other people. 

From this point of view, the role of parents and families is crucial yet sometimes problematic. The older 
generations often tend to underestimate Young people’s potentials. They emphasize their weaknesses and have 
trouble understanding the needs of those who are Young. Parents and adult educators can also be aware of their 
own mistakes and know what they would not want young people to do. However, oftentimes they do not have a 
clear idea on how to help Young people focus on the future. In this regard, the two most common reactions are 
preferring not to say anything and imposing their own choice. Absent or overprotective parents make their 
children unprepared to face life and tend to underestimate the risks involved or are obsessed by a fear of making 
mistakes.  

Young people, however, are not seeking reference persons among adults only; they have a strong desire for 
reference persons among their peers. Consequently, they need opportunities for free interaction with them, to 
be able to express their feelings and emotions, to lean in an informal manner and to experiment with roles and 
abilities without stress and anxiety.  

All this takes place in a context where sectarian membership and religious practice more and more characterize 
Young people. Though young people are not in open “opposition”, they learn to live “without “the God presented 
by the Gospel and “without” the Church and to rely on alternative and minimal-institutionalized forms of religion 
and spirituality or to take refuge in sects or religious experiences with a strong affiliation. In many place, the 
presence of the Church is becoming widespread and, consequently, more difficult to encounter, while the 



 

Movimiento Calasanz 
movimientocalasanz.com 

dominant culture is the bearer of needs oftentimes at odds with Gospel values, whether it be elements of their 
tradition or the local reality of globalization, which is characterized by consumerism and an overemphasis on the 
individual. 

The search for ways to reawaken courage and the impulses of the heart must necessarily take into account that 
the person of Jesus and the Good News proclaimed by him continue to fascinate many young people.  

Young people’s ability to choose is hampered by difficulties related to precarious conditions, namely, their 
struggle to find work or the dramatic absence of opportunities to work; obstacles in their achieving economic 
independence; and their inability to continue one career. Generally, speaking, these obstacles are even more 
difficult for young women to overcome. 

Social innovation expresses a positive involvement which turns upside-down the condition of new generations, 
transforming losers seeking protection from the risks of change to agents of change who create new 
opportunities. It is significant that Young people- often withdrawn into a stereotype of passivity and inexperience- 
propose and practice activities which show how the world or the Church could be. If society or the Christian 
community want to make something new happen again, the have to leave room for new people to take action. In 
other words, devising change according to the principles of sustainability requires enabling new generations to 
experience a new model of development. This is particularly problematic in those countries and institutions where 
the age of those who occupy positions of responsibility is high and slows down the pace of generational change.  

 

LIGHT FROM THE WORD  

Let us listen to the Lord through his Word: (Gen. 12, 1-4a) 

And God spoke to Abraham: “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 
will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will 
be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will 
be blessed through you. So, Abraham went as the Lord had told him.  

 

Let us listen to the Church in the words of the Pope: (Abstract from Pope Francis’ Letter to young people for the 
Synod of Bishops 20018). 

I am pleased to announce that in October 2018 a Synod of Bishops will take place to treat the topic. “Young People, 
the Faith and Vocational Discernment”. I want you to be the centre of attention, because you are in my heart. 
Today, the Preparatory Document is being presented, a document which I am also entrusting to you as your 
“compass” on this synodal journey.  

I am reminded of the words which God spoke to Abraham: “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you”. (Gen. 12.1) These words are now addressed to you. They are 
words of a father that invites you to “go”, to set out towards a future which is unknown but one which will surely 
lead to fulfilment, a future towards which He Himself accompanies you.  

I invite you to hear God’s voice resounding in your heart through the breath of the Holy Spirit. When God said to 
Abraham, “Go”, what did He want to say? He certainly did not say to distance himself from his family or withdraw 
from the world. Abraham received a compelling invitation, a challenge, to leave everything and go to a new land. 
What is this “new land” for us today, if not a more just and friendly society which you, young people, deeply desire 
and wish to build to the very ends of the earth?  

 

SONG  “Journeying with you” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYO3t7AYoHk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjZ4EHZKLwE 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYO3t7AYoHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjZ4EHZKLwE
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RE        LA  SI        FA# 
Journeying with  Him I have no fear 
SOL        RE    LA 
I walk in peace and strength  
RE        LA  SI         FA# 
Journeying with you all is hopeful 
SOL    LA      RE 
Each day is a new day  
  
 
 
RE        LA  SI        FA# 
Journeying with Him I have no fear 
SOL        RE    LA 
I walk in peace and strength  
RE        LA  SI         FA# 
Journeying with Him you all is hopeful 
SOL    LA      RE 
Each day is a new day  

 

(While everybody is singing, some young people untie the strings around the youngsters in the centre, so that at 
the end they are free)  

 

SECOND PART:  THE FAITH 

“It is enough to be a good person”. This could well be our culture’s motto. “Live and let live”. Some believer, 
following this attitude, are losing interest in faith and do not give it the right importance. But this is not true. 
Faith is a great gift.  Faith comes from God, the first one to have faith in us and that we can incarnate Life in 
our acts and projects. He is the first one to believe we can live for what we are called to be, to love. This faith 
and the love that God has for us, allows us to be confident in ourselves, bold, optimistic, hopeful, wanting to 
love and believe in others, our companions, young people, the poor, and that the world can be changed.  

(Hand out coloured post-its, the four ones that have the Calasanz logo where they will write on. Put at the centre 
a large image of the Calasanz Movement boat where they will attach the post-its). 

 

Jesus asks us to have faith. The Church gives us faith, in our case the Calasanz Movement gives us faith. We 
are confident in our searching and are going to focus on that something more that only Jesus can give us. 
Today we can tell Jesus himself:  ”With You More”.  

 

Let us listen to the Lord through his Word: (Jn 1, 36-39) 

When he saw Jesus passing by (John the Baptist) said: “Look, the Lambo of God!” When the two disciples Heard 
him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw them following him and asked, “What do you want?”  
They said, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So, 
they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.  

 

Let us listen to the Church in the words of the Pope: (Abstract from Pope Francis’ Letter to Young people for the 
Synod of Bishops 20018) 
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I would also remind you of the words that Jesus once said to the disciples who asked Him: “Teacher (…) where are 
you staying”. He replied “Come and see” (Jn 1:38). 

Jesus looks at you and invites you to go with Him. Have you noticed this look towards you? Have you Heard this 
voice? Have you felt this urge to undertake this journey? I am sure that, despite the noise and confusion seemingly 
prevalent in the world, this call continues to resonate in the depths of your heart so as to open it to joy in its 
fullness.  

This will be possible to the extent that, even with professional guides, you will learn how to undertake a journey 
of discernment to discover God’s plan in your life. Even when the journey is uncertain and you fall, God, rich in 
mercy, will extend His hand to pick you up.  

(Some minutes of silence to mediate on this Reading)  

We ask the question: How is my faith? What do I believe in More? Why is it good to have faith?  

(Write on your post-its and attach them on each line on the boat, according to the colour.)  

 

We listen to more reasons why to have faith. (One can also have the following previously written sentences 
on post-its and hand them out)  

 Faith invites us to give others THE BEST. And what is the best? Nothing is comparable to God. Life is 
full of variables (health/sickness, poverty/richness, honour/dishonour, life/death), only God stays 
forever.  

 Faith helps us to build HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS. God ”guides” everything; He is a good “guide” 
(always merciful) with our excesses (desire of possession, indifference, violence…). 

 Faith is a gift I RECEIVED from teachers, family.. and it is valuable. And what I received as a gift I can 
give to others.  

 Faith is calling me to build a more JUST world. The Gospel is the Goods News. Educating according to 
the Gospel’s values helps to make people more just. 

 Faith give us HOPE. The materialistic vision is weak because it is concentrated in faltering realities: 
the Christian vision goes beyond appearances and make you free 

 Faith encourages us to be “STRONG men”, like in the words of Saint Paul (1Cor 16,23), of those who 
have complete confidence in God, our strength (Psalm 46,2). Christian religion is the opposite of 
“weakness”, because the price to pay for a love that makes you free is very high: marginalization, 
ridicule, contempt… even death.  

 Faith shows us worthy LIFE MODELS. It is better to resemble Francis of Assisi than the leader of a 
popular music band. The Church’s history is full of “good people”. 

 Faith created unity and COMMUNION with other, beyond biological ties, it invites us to love and 
convey the joy of being all brothers.  

 

(Read together the following prayer when the Calasanz Movement boat is completed) 

If I Can  
 
If I can do something, today 
If I can offer a service,  
If I can say something nice,  
Lord, Tell me how. 
 
If I can fix a human mistake, 
If can give strength to my neighbour,  
If I can make him happy with my song, 
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Lord, Tell me how. 
 
If I can help someone in need, 
If I can relieve some of the burden, 
If I can spread more joy 
Lord, Tell me how. 
 
Grevnille Kleiser 
 

SONG YOU ARE THE SALT  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOHhYr0LxbE 

 

Do Sol Lam    Mim          Fa Rem Sol  Sol7 

You are the salt that gives flavour to life. 

Do Sol Lam   Mim           Fa      Sol     Do    (Sol7) 

You are the light that needs to shine, leading us to God  

 

THIRD PART: OUR VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT   

 
There was a boy who saw his mother weaving with a loom. He saw all the knots that were made without any 
apparent connection, nor reason…The boy asked his mother what was all that mess about? She answered 
that it was a beautiful landscape full of flowers and life. “Really?”, the boy said. “But it is just a bunch of 
messy threads”. The mother sat him on her laps and explained: “Life sometimes seems like a bunch of messy 
situations and moments, but each one of us is like these threads, we carry out an import role in the tapestry 
of our world. Look let us turn the tapestry around…” When the mother turned the tapestry around the boy’s 
eyes began to shine. The drawing was beautiful and each thread had its role. The mother continued 
explaining to her son that this is how we should see our life, as beautifully coloured threads, all with their 
specific place in the enormous tapestry that God is weaving.  
 
At the end of this prayer we ask what God wants from us and how we can find our place in the immense 
tapestry of creation. It is a moment of discernment.  This is the proposal of Pope Francis and Jesus to ask 
ourselves about the place we occupy in the Human Adventure.  
 
(We divide into four groups and give each group one of the coloured threads, to write something on them 
about what they feel called to do now as young people in our reality. We can ask four questions on 
Discernment, one for each colour).  

1. What close challenges are calling us to a more authentic commitment?  
2. What can help us to better discern our vocation and/or project of Christian life?  
3. What do we as a group of young people feel we can offer to our Church?  
4. What can we do to help other young people discern, and discover their place on earth?  

After a couple of minutes of reflection, the answers are shared when the threads are put together forming a 
boat.  
  
Read together 
THE TAPESTRY OF HIS DREAMS  
Florentino Ulibarri  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOHhYr0LxbE
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Jesus, you revealed to us,  
That to be part of the Father’s tapestry  
We must weave the threads of creation, 
With what surfaces in everyday life, 
Even if it might appear 
Rough and graceless; 
That in the project we must mix 
All coloured threads, 
Working with all our mind, heart and soul. 
Only by so doing loving you   
will be good and joyful.  
 
If our soul becomes bitter, 
Or our mind loses its wit,  
Or if our heart becomes delirious, 
Because on the way there are other things  
That compete with them  
You repeated, often during your life, 
That He only wants persons who are free and 
complete, 
Only by so doing loving you  
will be good and joyful.  
 
To love God is the first and main thing;  
But for this to blossom  
In the difficulties, 
 and the four seasons  
It needs to be expressed in the love for our 
neighbour, 

Who we must love, as he is, 
The way we love ourselves. 
Thus ,who is unable to love himself 
Cannot love others 
Nor do the will of God the Father. 
Only by so doing loving you 
 will be good and joyful.  
 
Love God and love others; 
 there is nothing more, in religion or without it. 
Here is the full Good News  
for those who ask or are silent 
-Pharisees, priests and wise-men 
or ordinary people 
this sum and backs the entire Bible- 
the Law and the Prophets 
whether the Churches say it or not.  
Only by so doing loving you  
 will be good and joyful.  
 
But we continue weaving, 
With other threads and models, 
Thinking of making something beautiful  

- The tapestry of his dreams 
While all we do create are networks  
That do not retain but imprison 
And do not allow us to be free.  

 

Leave time for some spontaneous petitions.  

 

We concluded together with the Prayer of Pope Francis for young people, faith and vocational discernment.  

 
Lord Jesus, in journeying towards the Synod, your Church turns  
her attention to all the Young people of the world.  
We pray that they might boldly 
 take charge of their lives,  
aim for the most beautiful and profound things of life, 
and always keep their hearts unencumbered.  
Keeps their hearts open to dreaming great dreams  
and make them concerned for the good of others. 
Like the Beloved Disciple, may they stand at the foot of the Cross,  
to receive your Mother as a gift from you.  
May they be witnesses to your Resurrection  
and be aware that you are at their side  
as they joyously proclaim you as Lord. 
Amen  
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SONG:  

 
MORE WITH YOU MORE  
 
MORE, WITH YOU MORE, WITH YOU MORE  
MORE WITH YOU MORE, WITH YOU MORE  
WITH YOU MORE WITH YOU MORE 
GROWING IN COMMUNITY 
 
MORE, WITH YOU MORE, WITH YOU MORE 
OPENING NEW WAYS 
 
MORE, WITH YOU MORE, WITH YOU MORE, 
LOOKING FOR HIS WILL 
WITH YOU MORE WITH YOU MORE 
GROWING IN COMMUNITY 
 
 
Seed of a dream  
God in Calasanz’s heart  
Children who play, children who are light 
Open hands  
That warmly welcome those looking for their place 
Our talents at stake shed light  
And in community  
Live in self-giving.  

 
MORE, WITH YOU MORE, WITH YOU MORE 
OPENING NEW WAYS 
 
MORE, WITH YOU MORE, WITH YOU MORE, 
LOOKING FOR HIS WILL 
WITH YOU MORE WITH YOU MORE 
GROWING IN COMMUNITY 
 
More than a school 
A family where to find meaning in life. 
We do not give up, we must change the world.  
All joined together, we can be 
Stronger than fear 
Break the silence, raise our voices today 
To announce 
We want a world of peace and solidarity  
 
MORE, WITH YOU MORE, WITH YOU MORE 
OPENING NEW WAYS 
MORE, WITH YOU MORE, WITH YOU MORE, 
LOOKING FOR HIS WILL 
WITH YOU MORE WITH YOU MORE 
GROWING IN COMMUNITY 

 

 


